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MERSEYSIDE FREE RADIO SCENE Week ending Sunday 18th October 1987

Local press and radio reports about the interference caused to the emergency services

by Merseyside Free Radio last weekend seem to have made many stations stay off the air

in anticipation of a back-lash from the DTI, who attempted to raid Radio Atlantis on

Monday. On the very week that others chose to stay off the air, Radio Mersey Waves made

a come-back, although the schedule was Sat/Sun only for this weekend.

On Wednesday, £hil Davies was in court to answer charges arising from the DTI raid on

Liverpool Pirate Radio on 10th May. The court called for a Social Enquiry report and

the case was adjourned till 28th October.

RADIO VERONICA 104-7MHzs °/o 81, Lark Lane, Liverpool L17 8UP

A very weak signal was noted from 11:50am on Sunday, carrying a Free Radio Show. At

noon, there was a big increase in signal strength at official sign-on. Neil Frazer

said that the station would only be on the air for a short while due to a high level

of DTI activity in the Merseyside area. His Free Radio News was then followed by music

till 1 ¢48pm, Wwhen he closed the station down till next week

NORTH COAST RADIO; 1350kHzs; 18, Downham Drive, Heswall, Wirral, Merseyside L60 SRF

On Monday, this station announced that they would be on the air 7 days per week with a

full day's output (9am to 2am) Fri to Mon and 6pm to 2am on Tues to Thur. However, when

checked at 6pm on Tues, they were already on the air and announcements suggest that they
had been on the air all afternoon and possibly all day. They have not been heard since

Tues night. Noted weres~

Mon: 9am Tony Westj; llam carrier only; 12:25pm Andy Rogers; 3pm continuous music?;
4pm Kevin -Burnett; Spm DJ Crezzey; Tpm Phil Collins; 9pm Dave Moore; llpm Kevin
Burnett; lam(?) close-down :

Tues: .....6pm Mark Ross; 8pm Tony West; 10pm Tony Scott; Midnight Dave Collins;2am c/d.

RADIO ATLANTIS 1197kHzs 150, Rake Lane, Wallasey, Merseyside L45 1JW.

The number of tapes and repeat tapes played by this station makes it very difficult to

pick out "live" announcements of their current plans ifrom conflicting updated announce-

ments on tape. On Monday they signed on at llam, but weren't on the air at 12:30pm. They
were next found at 4pm and Steve Bishop later said that they had been off the air due

DTI activity. Close-down time was 8pme. On Friday they operated llam to 6pm with Steve

Bishop/Rick Dane/Dave Ross line up. On Saturday the signal was intermittant till noon

and the start of the Steve Bishop show. The latter appears to have been on the air

continuously till 6pm close-down, except for a 3:45pm-5:45pm show by Rick Dane.

Steve Bishop reported that from next weekend the station would be S8at/Sun only but with

a full 10am to Midnight line-up on both days. They would also be changing frequency to

somewhere very close to 1197kHz and also putting the FM frequency back on the air. In

Radio Veronica's Free Radio News, Neil Frazer speculated that these changes might have

some connection with the station's planned move to Eire. Un Sunday they were on the air

1lam(?) to 6pm, with Free Kadio Show/Steve Bishop/Rick Dane/Dave Ross line-up.

RADIO MERSEY WAVES 1242kHz; 9, Meadfoot Road, Moreton, wirral, Merseyside L46 TUw

This station was back on the air at 9am Saturday, announcing Sat/Sun operation this

weekend and hopefully back to four day operation by next weekend. Burt williams told

listeners that they intend to stay on the air in spite of UTI raids. Noted, or announced
werei-

Sat: 9am Mark Palmer; llam Dave Ralphs + John Cecchini; lpm Peter Thomas; 3pm Steve
Coltrane; Spm KtC; Tpm Paul Jay; 9pm Paul Woods; Midnight Tony Marshall; lam Phil
Davies; 3am close=-down

Sun: 9am Mark Palmer; llam Wayne Scott; lpm Pete Cetrine; 3%pm Burt williams; 5Spm LJC;
épm Dave Benitez; 8pm Don La One; 10pm BJ the DJ; Midnight DJ Sidney; 2am close-down

MERSEYSIDE FREE RADIO now closed down.

In its T7am newscast on Mon, Radio City carried a report that this station had played

havoc with the emergency services, particularly the Gas Board, on Sunday. It wasn't

repeated after 7am, though it might possibly have gone out on the hour for most of Sun
afternoon and throughout the night. On Monday evening the Liverpool Echo carried the
story and included quotes from spokesmen at British Gas and Merseyside police. 1 under-
stand that MFR rang Radio City on Tuesday and asked them to broadcast an apology to

British Gas on their behalf. The apology is said to have been put out around lpm-2pm by

Radio City, who went on to add that the police were still looking for the pirate station.

un Thursday, the wirral Globe, a local free newspaper carried the story, again quoting

a spokesman for British Gas, who said that the matter was being investigated by the

police. The wallasey News, the area's other free newspaper, printed an apology to British

Gas on behalf of MFR, as requested. This apology included a statement to the effect that

that the station has temporarily closed down till they can find a better frequency.
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in his show on Radio Mersey Waves, KitC said that he had spoken to the person behind
MFR, who confirmed that the transmitter had been dismantled and that the station has
closed down. MFR were said to have phoned apologies to nadio City and all the local
newspapers. KtC went on to say that he had been told that when MFR rang the police in
wWallasey, Birkenhead and Liverpool, none of these forces was aware of any complaints.
When MFR rang British Gas, they were passed from department to department in the hope
that the gas board could find anyone who knew anything about their broadcasts being
Jjammed. KtC came to the conclusion that KHadio City, who seemed to be the only people
aware that MFR were on the air, had blown the whole thing up out of all proportion and
no interference was noted or reported. This most certainly isn't the case. Jim Browne
told me on Monday evening that on Sunday he had heard the British Gas engineers trying
in vain to contact their HQ and in Neil rrazer's free radio show this weekend, he said
that Radio Veronica had been out and about, monitoring mMKR's signal. Not only were they
interfering with British Cas, but they were also wiping out the "mobile doctor" service.
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